In the title compound, [Ni(C 8 H 7 O 3 )(NO 3 )(C 12 H 12 N 2 ) 2 ], the asymmetric unit contains a Ni II atom, two molecules of 2-(benzylamino)pyridine, a molecule of deprotonated o-vanillin (3-methoxysalicylaldehydate) and a bidentate nitrate anion. The Ni II center is six-coordinated by two pyridine N atoms from 2-(benzylamino)pyridine, two O atoms from o-vanillin and two O atoms from the nitrate anion. The crystal packing shows two hydrogen bonds from the amine N-H group to the deprotonated phenol O atom of the o-vanillin moieties, as well as weak C-HÁ Á ÁO secondary interactions. These interactions link the molecules into ribbons in the c direction. The steric requirement of the bidentate nitrate and its small bite angle [61.01 (3) ] cause some orientation of the two 2-(benzylamino)pyridine groups. As a result, this coordination environment of the Ni II center is distorted octahedral, as the trans angles range from 158.65 (3) to 175.76 (3) and the cis angles range from 61.01 (3) (for the bidentate nitrate O atoms) to 102.30 (4) .
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Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 8 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Table 2 ).
The complex was synthesized by reacting 0.73 g (2.0 mmol) of Ni(NO 3 ) 2 .6H 2 O in MeOH (20 ml) with a mixture of 0.302 g o-vanillin (2 mmol) and 0.370 g of 2-(benzylamino)pyridine (2 mmol). The secondary amine and the aldehyde were mixed in 30 mL of methanol (MeOH) and stirred overnight at 40 C. The solution of the salt and the two ligands was stirred overnight at room temperature. The mixture was evaporated under reduced pressure and dark green semi-solid was obtained. The solid was then dissolved in 50/50 MeOH/DMF. The solution obtained was filtered and layered with diethyl ether. Light yellow greenish X-ray quality crystals were obtained after slow diffusion of the diethyl ether into the MeOH/DMF solution.
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with a C-H distance of 0.95 to 0.99 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) [U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for the CH 3 ]. The positional parameters for the H atoms attached to N were refined with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the dinuclear complex, C 32 H 31 N 5 NiO 6 showing the atom numbering scheme and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
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